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Intermodal Transportation Division 

206 South Seventeenth Avenue     Phoenix, Arizona 85007-3213 
 

Janice K. Brewer 
Governor 

John S. Halikowski 
Director 

 

 
October 7, 2011 

Jennifer Toth 
State Engineer 

Ms. Laura Canaca 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
WMHB Project Evaluation Program 
5000 West Carefree Highway 
Phoenix, Arizona 85086-5000 
 
Re: NH-060-B(208)A 
 060 MA 145 H8374 01L  
 US60/Thunderbird Road Intersection 
  
 
Dear Ms. Canaca: 
 
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) is considering intersection improvements at the 
intersection of United States Route 60 (US 60) and Thunderbird Road/Thompson Ranch Road (US 60 
milepost [MP] 145.6) (see Figures 1 and 2).  This project is part of the Maricopa Association of 
Government’s Regional Transportation Plan.  The project area is located within the City of El Mirage in 
Maricopa County.  The planning, design, and construction process for the proposed project will be 
conducted in cooperation with the City of El Mirage.  
 
The Draft US 60 Improvements Feasibility Report; US 60, Grand Avenue (SR 303L to SR 101L) (2008), 
prepared by ADOT, identified three top priority projects; including the US 60, Grand Avenue 
Thunderbird Road intersection. The feasibility report identified the need for capacity enhancements and 
recommended that a project assessment and environmental document be prepared and additional options 
be considered for implementation.  Additionally, the El Mirage Road, Northern Avenue to Bell Road 

Final Design Concept Report (DCR) (2009) prepared for the Maricopa County Department of 
Transportation (MCDOT) identified a similar concept to the ADOT Feasibility Report. 
 
This project will evaluate a build and a no-build alternative for intersection improvements at the 
intersection of US 60 and Thunderbird Road/Thompson Ranch Road.  The no-build alternative will be 
evaluated to provide the baseline comparison for the build alternative.  The build alternative would 
realign and widen Thunderbird Road south of US 60 to improve traffic flow through the intersection.  
Thompson Ranch Road would also be widened at the intersection, where it crosses the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railway’s tracks.  Figure 2 shows a preliminary concept for the proposed intersection 
improvements derived from the ADOT Feasibility Report and MCDOT DCR.  While the previously 
completed reports identify one potential alternative, this study will evaluate a larger range of feasible 
alternatives before selecting a recommended build alternative. 
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Ms. Laura Canaca 
Page 2 
060 MA 145 H8374 01L 
October 7, 2011 
 
 
The project may require additional right-of-way for Thunderbird Road, Thompson Ranch Road, and for 
the realignment of the frontage road south of US 60 (see Figure 2).  The need for temporary construction 
easements (TCE) has not been determined.  Any TCEs, if required, would be evaluated prior to 
construction.   
 
This letter serves as your invitation to review the proposed project based upon the scope of work 
outlined above.  If you have any specific concerns or suggestions pertaining to this specific proposed 
project, please let us know.  An agency scoping meeting is scheduled for 9:00 AM, Wednesday, October 
26, 2011, at the ADOT Valley Project Management Large Conference Room, 1611 W. Jackson Street, 
Phoenix, Arizona.  The agency scoping meeting will be held concurrent with the project kick-off 
meeting.  You will be contacted with additional information about this meeting in the near future.  You 
may wish to withhold submittal of any comments until after this meeting if you plan on attending.  
 
A list of species potentially occurring within the project area was obtained using the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department (AGFD) On-Line Environmental Review Tool.  This project was submitted on-line for 
your review on September 26, 2011 and recorded under Search ID 20110926016175.  Information 
regarding the project location was reviewed by ADOT and determined to be accurate.  If you or others 
in your agency have any specific concerns, suggestions, or recommendations pertaining to this specific 
project, please let us know.  This can include information on wildlife movement, habitat issues, or 
seasonal concerns, to name a few. 
 
If AGFD would like to have continued involvement with this project please include an expression of 
interest, individual contact information, and a description of specific concerns.  In no concerns or 
requests for future coordination are identified, ADOT will consider our coordination complete for this 
project. 
 
Please submit your comments or concerns by November 2, 2011, to Rosalinda Federico c/o Douglas L. 
Smith, AECOM Technical Services, Inc., 2325 E. Camelback Road, Suite 200, Phoenix, Arizona 85016; 
email to Doug.Smith2@aecom.com; or fax to (602) 337-2620.  Thank you for your time and assistance.   
 
We appreciate your review of this information and consideration of this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rosalinda Federico 
ADOT Environmental Planning Group 
 
Enclosures: Figure 1 – Arizona State Map 
  Figure 2 – Project Location  
 
cc: Mohammad A. Zaid, ADOT Project Manager  

Douglas L. Smith, AECOM Technical Services, Inc., Phoenix   
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NH-060-B(208)A Figure 1.  State Location Map 
060 MA 145 H8374 01L  
US60/Thunderbird Road Intersection 
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Section 106 Consultation 
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Summary of Cultural Resources Consultation 

Recipient 
Response 
Received 

Date of Response 

1st Consultation, May 23, 2012 (project) 
BNSF Railway No  
City of El Mirage Yes 06/02/2012 
Fort Mojave Tribe No  
Hopi Tribe Yes 05/30/2012 
Maricopa County Department of Transportation Yes 06/25/2012 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe No  
San Carlos Apache Nation No  
State Historic Preservation Office Yes 06/12/2012 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community No  
Tonto Apache Tribe No  
Yavapai-Apache Nation No  

2nd Consultation, May 20, 2013 (storm sewer extension) 
BNSF Railway No  
City of El Mirage No  
Fort Mojave Tribe No  
Hopi Tribe Yes 05/28/2013 
Maricopa County Department of Transportation Yes 06/20/2013 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe No  
San Carlos Apache Nation Yes 05/31/2013 
State Historic Preservation Office Yes 05/28/2013 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community No  
Tonto Apache Tribe Yes 05/28/2013 
Yavapai-Apache Nation No  
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De Minimis Letter to BNSF Railway 
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City of El Mirage 
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